Review of the year in art cataloging:

prepared for Cataloging Problems Discussion Group,

ARLIS/NA Annual Conference, Denver, Colo., 2008
This overview of cataloging matters between spring 2007 and spring 2008 may provide some fodder for the Cataloging Problems Discussion Group at ARLIS/NA in Denver. The development of Resource description and access (RDA) continues apace with a new complete draft this summer and publication in early 2009. You can believe that or not. The ARLIS/NA Cataloging Advisory Committee, chaired by Kay Teel until this conference and by Sarah Quimby after the conference, advises the ARLIS/NA representative to the Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access which is the committee that acts for ALA in the RDA process. Elizabeth Lilker of NYU is the current CC:DA representative.  http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/rda.html 

If you have questions about these or other cataloging matters, please do not hesitate to ask at CPDG or on the arlis-cpdg list or ARLIS-L. If you want to subscribe to arlis-cpdg, send a note to Elizabeth Lilker (elizabeth.lilker@nyu.edu) or Sherman Clarke (sherman.clarke@nyu.edu).

Exhibition publications
The Title and statement of responsibility section of CAC’s guidelines for exhibition publications has been posted on the ARLIS/NA website:

http://www.arlisna.org/resources/onlinepubs/cataloging.pdf
The Notes section is nearing completion and will be posted as soon as possible.
OPACs & interfaces, 2.0, etc.
The Guggenheim Museum Library & Archives has built its new catalog on the Koha/LibLime model. Koha is an Open Source ILS and LibLime is a service provider. http://www.koha.org http://liblime.com  WALDO, a consortium in the metropolitan NY area, is also working with LibLime. The Guggenheim library is not open to the public but if you’d like to look at the catalog, contact francine.snyder@guggenheim.org, librarian, for the URL.

WorldCat Identities has been around for a while now. When I first looked at it, I wasn’t so enamored. When I visited it a couple months ago, it is looking good, able to differentiate Elizabeth Taylor from Elizabeth the First, to minimize the varying forms of Palladio’s heading in WorldCat. http://orlabs.oclc.org/identities/  

LC has developed “LCCN Permalink” which provides a persistent URL for any bibliographic record in the LC catalog. This allows you to display the record when citing it in bibliographies, reference guides, emails, blogs, databases, etc. It also allows you to tag it in delicious (http://del.icio.us) or your favorite tagging place so that you can add resources to your tag clouds.
LC planted several thousand images on Flickr and invited the public to tag. The response was huge and the tags varied but were mostly helpful. Good bits of additional identification, personal association. More info on the Prints & Photographs page at http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/flickr_pilot.html  As with tags on steve and other venues, the uncontrolled tagging can provide rich added value to the controlled vocabulary applied by librarians, indexers, and documentalists, as well as the subject words of the curators.
Speaking of wikis, the DCRM(G) group that is updating Betsy Betz’s graphic materials manual is keeping track of its progress at http://dcrmg.pbwiki.com/ 

Genre/form headings
LC is issuing genre/form authority records. The first round was for motion pictures, television, and video. They are now working on radio programs. It will be interesting to watch these developments as they move into music which is, I think, next on LC’s list. Art subject headings dropped the differentiation of topic and genre about 30 years ago when “Paintings” was deleted in favor of using “Painting” for both topic and genre.

LCSH
LC is issuing validation records for heading strings. This is being done to expedite authority processing. For example, “Art, Belgian -- Belgium -- Brussels -- 19th century” is a string which combines a multiple heading, geographic subdivision, and chronological subdivision. It would not need an explicit authority record since it all follows the guidelines and doesn’t need a reference. If however you are sending your bibliographic records to an authority vendor for cleansing, having this sort of record allows the vendor to match the heading to the record. These validation records will also allow more headings in OCLC to be controlled.
CPSO prepared a report of pre- and post-coordinated subject headings and related issues. It outlines the value of pre-coordinated strings as well as recommending ways to streamline subject analysis and application of LCSH. http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/pre_vs_post.html
If you don’t subscribe to the SACOLIST, you might consider it. Its surface purpose is mostly to provide a report on the LCSH editorial meetings. The explanations of rejected headings can, additionally, provide solid guidance on how to apply LCSH. We have seen several times in the past few months the rejection of a building or artist group as a subject heading because the entity should be established in NAF. http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/saco/sacolist.html
Angela Sidman (CUNY Grad Center) compiles a monthly list of new and updated subject headings from the LCWeekly Lists. Watch ARLIS-L for the lists.

Headings for sporting arts were expanded significantly in early 2008, thanks to our friends at the Saint Louis Art Museum. They proposed Sporting art which LC at first rejected but we ended up with editorial clarification and establishment of several headings on sporting art and sporting painting, including a scope note differentiating this from Sports in art. Thanks, Chris Handy.

MARC 21
We submitted a discussion paper to the MARC Advisory Committee to define a new heading use code that would allow the use of buildings as added entries. This is another step in the long buildings discussion that we have had in art cataloging circles. General support was expressed for the idea of a new code. After ALA Midwinter and discussions with Ana Cristán, she reported that CPSO was moving toward a different solution which doesn’t really get in the way of the new heading use code but perhaps makes it unnecessary. The new CPSO policy would be to establish the building/corporate body in NAF with a 667 indicating that the Subject Cataloging Manual procedures were followed. http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2008/2008-dp01.html
NACO
LC and OCLC are doing some cleanup projects. In addition to the validation records mentioned under “LCSH,” OCLC is deleting added closing punctuation from NAF records. This will bring these records into compliance with current practice and will solve issues for people working in various local systems that balked at the added punctuation. At the same time, LC and OCLC have worked to be sure that necessary closing punctuation is not deleted. LC and OCLC have also converted some NACO records to use new characters which have recently been added to the MARC character set, e.g., degree sign (rather than superscript zero), musical sharp (rather than number sign).
It is now allowed to add a URL in 670 when using an internet resource. I think this should supplement your description of the website since the URL may change. For example, saying that you found the information on the Comune di Vicenza website may be more stable than giving http://www.comune.vicenza.it. At the same time, organizational URLs are probably more stable now than they were in the early (Wild West) days of the internet.

It used to be that if I was helping someone with a subject proposal, I could use their MARC Organization Code in the 040 of the SACO proposal. That has changed. The Morgan Library has filled out a SACO application as part of Art SACO. When I make the time, I will build a bit of a page for Art SACO. There’s a placeholder on the SACO page. Penny Baker of the Clark is the coordinator of a Northern New England SACO Funnel which has a blog at http://creakle.blogspot.com/ 

People have sometimes asked me how long it takes for a proposal to be accepted. Interesting example that I checked on today (29 April 2008): I submitted “Craft sticks in art” and “Popsicle sticks” and “Popsicle sticks in art” on 26 March 2008; Craft sticks has been finalized, the other two haven’t. The time it takes for a proposal to be accepted can vary by complexity. I knew when I submitted Popsicle sticks that it was a brand name being genericized but I think I found justification.

For your reading pleasure:
* The final report of the LC Working Group on Bibliographic Control was issued in January 2008: http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/
* reports from ALA meetings

http://artcataloging.net/alagen.html 

* White Paper: Issues Related to Non-Latin Characters in Name Authority Records
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/nonlatin_whitepaper.html
* ICA-ISDF: International Standard for Describing Functions from the International Council of Archives

http://www.ica.org/en/node/38665/
* Google is working of visual indexing of images, per article in the New York times on 28 April 2008:

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/28/technology/28google.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=image-search&st=cse&oref=slogin
Note:

I hope you have enjoyed this romp through the year and found it informative. For many items, I do have a printout of a message or record that might give you more information. If you would like to see such supporting documentation, do not hesitate to ask. As I’m reviewing my stack of printouts for preparing this overview, I came across a message about the Midwinter 2008 gathering of the ALCTS Medium Heads Discussion Group on the topic of succession planning. I don’t feel like retiring every day but the thought crosses my mind ... now and again.
Compiled by Sherman Clarke

sherman.clarke@nyu.edu
---------------------------------------------

... go to Sherman’s art cataloging page ...
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