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Report on cataloging, etc. meetings
RDA testing, report by Beacher Wiggins to Big Heads (Friday a.m.)
The national libraries (Library of Congress, National Library of Medicine, and National Agricultural Library) have established a Testing Steering Group with about twenty participants. The timing of the testing is dependent on the release date of the RDA online product: approximately six weeks will be spent in practice on RDA online and in fixing bugs, then six weeks of actual testing. The assumption is that the testing will be completed and assessed and the national libraries can make a decision about implementation in the first quarter of 2010. Interpretations and options will be looked at during this coming year as well. There will be a public website available. A further assumption is that implementation would have to happen in the current system environment: LC using Voyager and no true FRBRization. Some vendors will be involved in the testing, as will some catalogers who are now using rules other than strictly AACR2 such as archivists and metadatalists. See my MARBI report below for notes about several papers dealing with RDA preparation.

ALCTS FRBR Interest Group (Friday a.m.)
"Developing a FRBR-based system to effectively support user tasks"

Yin Zhang and Athena Salaba, SLIS, Kent State

Most critical issues: cataloging rules, record structures, tools/software, means for implementation especially systems that benefit the user, authority work, model vs. reality, FRBRization of existing data.

Systems studied: OCLC FictionFinder, worldcat.org, Libraries Australia

Zhang and Salaba used the OCLC FRBR workset algorithm which is based on name/title authority records. Their sample database was 13 million records from the LC database. They found that about 89% of the records were in single-record worksets, or about 11% with multiple manifestations. Some of the issues in creating the worksets were duplicate authority indexes, removal of "English" from the uniform titles, removal of "comedy of" or "tragedy of" from titles, additional added entries, partial matches, titles with the same main entry and title (more below), TV and radio programs, typos and coding errors, no uniform title present, music genre uniform titles, and duplicate bibliographic records. One of the categories of same main entry and title was with artist books (here, not artist's books as created by artists but works with titles which included no or few words beyond the name of the artist). Zhang and Salaba found that they "wanted" to cluster as works even though they were not the same work. We art catalogers have naturally encountered this a lot and I have encountered this in my LibraryThing cataloging. They are working on a prototype OPAC based on Koha.

The slides for this presentation and others is available from http://frbr.slis.kent.edu/presentations.htm
"Designing future systems and taking advantage of FRBR and RDA"

Barbara Tillett, Library of Congress

Tillett had a wonderful slide showing how our great book catalogs like those of the British Museum, Bibliothèque Nationale and the National Union Catalog were like FRBR in that they arranged editions by work title with translations presented right after the originals. She also talked about the cataloging environments (scenarios) that we use and have used in the online environment. Early OPACs were mainly flat files of records. We have evolved (and still have some distance to go in some systems) toward linked bibliographic and authority records. We will not be able to achieve what RDA and FRBR envision until we have relational databases with description sets for works, expressions and manifestations that are a cluster of entities and their attributes. Again, she had a helpful slide that showed how such a description set might include a work, an author, a subject, other authors, and other affiliated entities that would come together for the description of a particular resource. She specifically mentioned the following experiments as promising: worldcat.org, eXtensible Catalog (XC) from Rochester, Indiana music, and work in Sweden.

John Espley also described how VTLS has developed a FRBRizing tool that can be used on systems by other vendors. They are building "superworks" that help to cluster original works with derivatives.

Subject Analysis Committee. Subcommittee on FAST (Friday p.m.)
Ed O'Neill reported that OCLC Research has mainly done cleanup and updating during the last six months. Since FAST is derived from LCSH, they are not adding new headings that are not based on LCSH. Shannon Hoffman and colleagues from Brigham Young are going to conduct a usability study of social tagging, faceted headings, keyword searching, and controlled vocabularies, based in BYU's PRIMO installation. Jimmie Lundgren added that the University of Florida catalog has a "previous catalog" link from their Endeca interface as NYU has a "Standard BobCat" link on the PRIMO search page. I think we all hope that the new interfaces will evolve into tools that are as effective for browse and "staff" searches as they are for Google-ized searches.

Backstage Library Works has an Online Authority Control Center that might be of interest: http://ac.bslw.com/community/
Machine-Readable Bibliographic Information Committee (MARBI) (Saturday a.m. and Sunday p.m.)
This report is arranged by proposals and discussion papers in numerical order. The agenda with links to the papers is posted at http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/mx2009_age.html

Proposal 2009-01/1: New data elements in the MARC 21 Authority Format
Several fields were introduced in order to support new elements needed to implement RDA. Field 046 would carry special coded dates such as birth, death, start and end, regardless of whether the dates were in the heading; it was approved. Several 62X fields were proposed including 621 (place), 622 (address), 623 (activity), 624 (affiliation), 625 (occupation), 626 (gender), 627 (family), and 628 (language). This is for controlled or semi-controlled information that might also be in a 670 note field (rather another version of the description vs access discussions in the 4XX/8XX discussions). Several changes were made to most of the 62Xs as appropriate: subfield $0 (zero) for link to authority record number; a undetermined subfield will be added for source of information (an expeditious 670); $u for URI; and the date subfield $d was replaced by start date ($o) and end date ($p). I'm sure there will be discussion and guidance on when the source subfield should be used as a substitute for a full 670. For example, one can imagine a short coded citation when a life date comes from the Encyclopedia Britannica but a 670 that gives places of birth, activity and death might be easier especially if you need to record, for example, that a place was in Germany but is now in Poland and this information might be helpful in the identification of the person in the 100. There were a few other changes in specific new fields, e.g., $m for email address in 622 though that might become a $u with formatted email address. Some fields will also be given more or clearer examples, particularly 625 where the qualifier in the heading matches the occupation field (a special exception currently allowed only for music personal headings).

Proposal 2009-01/2: New content designation for RDA elements: Content type, Media type, Carrier type, in the MARC 21 formats
While these are new to RDA, they carry some of the basic media and format information that is in such current fields and subfields as Leader/06, Leader/07, GMD, and elsewhere. It is anticipated that systems could move this designation into icons or other devices to give the user basic information about resources and to allow limits by content, media, or carrier. There has been considerable discussion on the lists about the expediency of GMD in current systems. The new fields 336, 337 and 338 were approved and it is of course hoped that systems will build on the finer information in these new fields. The proposal was also stretched to include fields for Media type and Carrier type in Holdings. Only Content type is relevant in the Authority Format.

Proposal 2009-01/3: Identifying work, expression and manifestation records in the MARC 21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats
Field 883 was proposed to carry an indication of FRBR Group 1 entity, i.e., work, expression, manifestation. Jennifer Bowen of the University of Rochester said that they are finding the mapping in the eXtensible Catalog (XC) relatively easy for works and expressions, building from manifestation records. She expressed significant concern about records that would be coded as one level in 883 but would have fields that would normally indicate a different level. Karen Coyle said that she thought validation would be impossible. Some fields might not be allowed at a certain level, for example, a work record could not have a publication field 260. (Since 89% of records in one study were single manifestation, it seems like a lot of overhead if systems aren't having much trouble building work clusters.) The proposal was rejected.
Proposal 2009-02: Definition of new codes for legal deposits in 008/07 (Method of Acquisition) in the MARC 21 Holdings Format
IBERMARC used by the Biblioteca Nacional de España and other Spanish libraries had a separate code for "deposit" and "legal deposit." Though the paper proposed such new codes, it was determined after discussion that the current deposit subfield ($d) could be clarified to mean unspecified transfer of custody and that $l will be added for legal deposit.

Proposal 2009-03: Definition of field 080 in the MARC 21 Authority Format
This was also from the Biblioteca Nacional. Field 080 for the Universal Decimal Classification Number was approved.

Proposal 2009-04: Addition of codes for map projections in 008/22-23 (Maps) in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format
This proposal came from the Národni knihovny České republiky (National Library of the Czech Republic). The new codes "bk" for Krovak and "bl" for Cassini-Soldner were both approved.

Proposal 2009-05: Adding subfield $u for Uniform Resource Identifier to field 510 (Citation/References note) of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format
Approved and convention will be that $u will be in last position and it will refer to the bibliography or other source that is being cited in 510 $a (Evans, Sabin, ESTC, etc.). Some URIs will be specific to the particular bibliography or database and others to the actual edition in the bibliographic record.

Discussion paper 2009-DP01/1: Encoding URIs for controlled values in MARC records
There is a need to provide for links from controlled values in various MARC fields to the authority record for that value. The discussion paper discussed options of using an existing subfield or defining a new one, with considerable support for a new subfield. The paper will come back as a proposal with a new subfield (probably $1) to carry the URI. The description will have to cover those circumstances in which you have multiple URIs in a particular field (placement, in particular).

Discussion paper 2009-DP01/2: Relationship designators for RDA Appendix J and K
This would allow for relationships between works to be coded. Concern was expressed about relationship terms or codes that sometimes are part of the heading and sometimes not, e.g.,  Carroll, Lewis, 1832-1898. Alice's adventures in Wonderland -- Parodies, imitations, etc.; Marcel, Gabriel, 1889-1973. Mystère de l'etre (for commentary about the work). My notes are not clear but I think this will also move forward to a proposal with conventions indicated for making it clear which entities are related. [Official disposition from MARC site: 01/25/2009 - Results of the MARC Advisory Committee discussion - The committee decided not to proceed until there is a final text for these appendices since they are still seriously being worked on. It may come back as another discussion paper or it may come back as a proposal for ALA Annual 2009]
Discussion paper 2009-DP02: Definition of field 588 for Metadata control note
This paper grew from work on the CONSER standard record. It was recognized that some libraries might not want to display "Latest issue consulted" and "Description based on:" to the end user. The rare book cataloging community argued that such information can be helpful. General support was expressed for the field but a proposal will come with more structure and will have display options such as an indicator and a subfield $i for caption. It was noted that UNIMARC had an 830 field for cataloger note and that it might provide a model for a scope statement.

Discussion paper 2009-DP03: Changing field 257 (Country of producing entity for archival films) of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format to include non-archival materials
Field 257 has been restricted to archival materials but OLAC proposes that this be expanded to code commercial films by country of production since it can vary from the issuer, especially for re-releases. This will move to a proposal for next time and concerns about ambiguity of place of production, setting, shooting location, and nationality of production company will be left to guidelines for practice.
LC report
The language code for Moldavian was replaced by the code for Romanian because ISO has determined that it is a dialect. The online version of the code lists will become the authoritative version of the codes though some of the lists will continue to be printed. New codes with implementation dates will continue to be announced on the MARC list. The domain "id.loc.gov" will be implemented for works in progress such as LCSH in SKOS which had been posted unofficially at "lcsh.info." It is hoped that this site will also provide access to various thesauri and lists in machine-manipulable form.

Subject Analysis Committee (Sunday a.m. and Monday p.m.)
From the reports by various representatives and liaisons: the Sears subject heading list is using "Russia" for all periods of Russian/Soviet history with the Soviet period as part of Russian history; Sears is testing a web version; LC released a new romanization table for Korean in Cataloging service bulletin number 122; a prototype of the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF) is expected during 2009; VIAF will be working on place names next; LC is starting to establish genre/form terms for cartography this month, building on work on film and radio headings; LC doesn't plan on building validation records beyond those in their catalog (as a follow-on topic, there have been records of this sort rejected by the Subject Editorial meeting and this is consistent with this LC plan); the new edition of Subject cataloging manual: subject headings is in page proofs and will be published as soon as possible; the project to add references from "[topic] -- Law and legislation" to topic alone for inherently legal subject headings is now done; law catalogers are also working on genre terms; David Miller will coordinate a listing of existing initiatives that are looking at optimization of LCSH (one of the steps in the LC report); the genre/form subcommittee may look at general subdivisions, e.g., Indexes, Dictionaries. A new edition of H was released last year. LC will establish a new policy of preparing a new edition of any class when the stock is depleted.

Janis Young (LC representative) stated that Milicent Wewerka has retired and the new specialist in art is Elizabeth (Libby) Dechman.

SACO-At-Large (Sunday a.m.)
LC's mandate for new subject heading proposals is that they be processed in six weeks (many already meet that though some linger). Hints on tracking your proposals will be posted on the SACO site. After the Coop team has reviewed the record, an 019 is added to the record and it goes on to the editorial process in the Policy and Standards Division (formerly known as CPSO). New members of SACO include the transportation library at Northwestern and a funnel based in Colorado. Training materials will be moved to Catalogers Learning Workshop pages maintained by PSD rather than being part of the Cataloging Distribution Service. Vernacular versions of headings will probably not be added to LCSH since there's the subject language (English) on top of characters. LC and OCLC will talk about alternatives to a SACO save file in OCLC which would require a new version of Connexion which is not currently in planning.
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